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THE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY BEFORE THE 


INTERNATIONAL LABOR ORGANIZA- 
TION OF THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS 


An information bulletin received from Geneva, Switzerland, 
dated February 23, 1936. 
by Madeline Doty 


N Saturday, February 22nd, for the first time 
O the International Labor Organization of the 
League of Nations was brought face to face with 
women’s demands for equality. This occurred at 
the meeting of the Governing Board in Geneva 
when women from national and international as- 
sociations presented their demand for the Equal 
Rights Treaty. The result of the Governing 
Board’s session is that the International Labor 
Organization has decided to take up the question 
of the right of women to earn a living on the same 
terms as men. The Governing Board voted, at its 
meeting this week, to occupy itself with this ques- 
tion in connection with a study of the status of 
oe with special reference to the Equal Rights 

A delegation of American women had crossed 
the ocean to attend the meeting of the Governing 
Board because there was on the agenda the ques- 
tion of the “Status of Women with particular ref- 
erence to the Equal Rights Treaty.” The main 


article of this Treaty, which was signed at Monte- 


video in 1933 by representatives of the Govern- 
ments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay and Uruguay, 
reads as follows: 
“The Contracting States agree that, u 
tion of this Treaty, men and women s 
rights throughout th 
tive jurisdictions.” 
This Treaty was sent to the International Labor 
Office by the Assembly of the League last Septem- 
ber. At that time the Assembly voted to refer 
the economic status of women to the Labor Or- 
ganization for study. This brought a great new 
problem before this body. In view of the fact 


the ratifica- 
have equal 
e territory subject to their respec- 


that throughout the world the advances made by 


women toward economic independence are being 
taken from them, it was held by the Assembly of 


vital importance that the International Labor 


Organization should consider the situation. 
Not only were women from the United States 
aay in Geneva for the Governing Board’s meet- 
but from other countries as well, and from 
several international organizations. The Wom- 
an’s Party of the United States was represented 
by Alice Paul and Mrs. John Jay White, both mem- 
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bers of the National Council of the Woman’s Party, 
and by Mrs. Hazel Moore of Charlotte, N. C. The 
Six Point Group of Great Britain was represented 
by Miss Monica Whately, its Honorary Secretary, 
end by Mrs. Lottie Heller Whyte, both of London. 
Madeline Doty of New York and Gertrude Baer 
of Germany represented the Women’s Interna- 
tional League for Peace and Freedom. The East- 
ern women were represented by Dr. Rosa Welt 
Straus of Palestine, who was present on behalf 
of the All Asian Conference of Women. Miss 
Dorothy Evans and Madame Martha Hekimi, 
22 represented the Equal Rights Interna- 
onal. 


For three days while the Conference lasted these 
and other women could be seen early and late in 
the corridors of the Labor Office and filling the 
gallery of the Conference Hall. All the thirty-two 


representatives of the sixteen countries on the 


Governing Board were interviewed. The repre- 


sentatives of the United States, Mr. Henry I. Har- 
riman, for the employers, Mr. Isadore Lubin for 
the Government, and Mr. George Harrison for 


labor, had many interviews with the American 
women. 


The Director of the International Labor Organi- 
zation in presenting the matter to the Governing 
Body stated: 


“We come now to the resolution of the Assembly deal- 
ing with the Status of Women. The Assembly has asked 
the International Labor Office to examine the question 
of age y | for women under labor legislation and the 
effects of discriminations, some of which may be detri- 
mental to woman’s right to work. I think everybody 


will recognize the great importance of this question. 


We have already published a volume which contains 
some of the material needed, but there is a wider aspect 
of the question which I think cannot be al ther lef 
out. I feel that it is not sufficient to deal simply with the 
legislative aspects but the effect of the legislation in 
practice must also be studied. In other words, a study 
of the whole question of the position of women in indus- 
try must be made. I am proposing, therefore, to gather 
material relating to all aspects of the employment of 
women and to consult organizations of women and trade 
unions which may be able to supply us with valuable 
information. I recommend that the International Labor 
— 41 occupy itself with this question as laid 

ore it by the Assembly.” 


The Director’s proposal was accepted by the 
Governing Board and the question of the “Status 
of Women with special reference to the Equal 
Rights Treaty” is now before the International 
Labor Organization for study. 


Before the matter was finally disposed of, a 
stirring speech was made by one of the delegates 
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from Holland—Mr. Kuipers—in which he called been published before, so this opportunity is taken 
attention to the increasing exclusion of women, in to thank the Association for its cooperation in our 


Europe, from paid industry. He said: 


“A very important question has arisen and that is 
the wide spread and increasing attacks in many coun- 
tries of Europe on the right of women to be employed 
in various types of industry. We have a report dated 
1931 on this question, but since then the right of women 
to 
tries. I hope that the Director will see that this report 
is brought up to date and this alarming situation - 
oughly examined so that the International Labor Or- 
ganization may be in a position to act.” 


He concluded by giving strong support to the 
ovement for equality for women in industry. 
The meeting of the Governing Board is over, 

but many of the women are still in Geneva. They 
are now laying plans for the campaign in June 
at the time of the annual General Conference of 
the International Labor Organization. They are 
looking about for headquarters and they are also 
endeavoring to obtain the appointment of women 
delegates to this coming Conference. 


The women present from the United States say 
that they feel that women in the United States 
should take an active part in the coming campaign 
since conditions in that country are superior to 
those of the European countries in regard to the 
right of women to earn a living. They feel the 
United States must lead in the battle for women’s 


right to employment upon the same terms as 
men’s. 


CALCUTTA CONFERENCE ENDORSES 
TREATY 


Dr. Renee Girod, Geneva representative of the 


International Council of Women, has just arrived 
in Geneva from Calcutta, where she attended the 
Calcutta Conference of the National Council of 
Women in India. Dr. Girod brought with her 
copy of a resolution which was carried at the Con- 
ference after a lively discussion. In it, the prin- 
ciple of Equal Rights as it is embodied in the Mon- 
tevideo Treaty was endorsed. 


The text of this resolution follows: 


“The Calcutta Conference of the National Coun- 
cil of Women in India endorses the principle laid 


down in the Equal Rights Treaty signed at Monte-. 


video on December 26th, 1933, and urges the In- 
ternational Council of Women to follow closely any 
developments in connection with this Treaty. Fur- 
ther, it requests the International Council of 
Women to give the affiliated National Councils new 
information concerning this matter.” 


The Conference also passed a vote of thanks to 
Alice Paul for her work for Equal Rights for 
women. 


MEDICAL WOMEN’S ASSOCIATION HAS 
ENDORSED AMENDMENT 

The Medical Women’s National Association en- 

dorsed the Equal Rights Amendment by a resolu- 


tion passed at their annual meeting in June, 1934. 
This important endorsement appears not to have 


ent has been greatly curtailed in many coun- 


Men and women shall have Equal Rights thro 


common cause. So among the names of women’s 


organizations having earlier endorsed the Amend- 
ment is added the Medical Women’s National As- 
sociation. | 
AUDIENCE OF OVER FOUR HUNDRED 
ENDORSE EQUAL RIGHTS TREATY 


A large and representative gathering of over 
four hundred people at the Dorothy Thompson 
meeting at the Carlton Hotel, Washington, D. C., 
February 21, enthusiastically endorsed the Equal 
Rights Treaty. Miss Thompson spoke on the Right 
of Married Women to Earn. This announcement 
was previously made as of a gathering of “over 
two hundred people.” 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Founded 1913 
Object 
To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human relationships, and in ular to 


secure the adoption of the Equal Rights Ame ent to the 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. 


The Lucretia Mott Amendment 


ut the 
United States and every place subject to its j ction.” 


“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.” 
Jan. 4, 1935 


Senator Townsend, 
(Senate Joint 2 No. 1.) 


“The contracting States agree that upon the ratification 
of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
28 territory subject to their respective juris- 


Signed—By the Governments of Cuba, Ecuador, Paraguay, ani 
guay at Montevideo, December, 1933. N 
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CREATION OF A COMMITTEE FOR 
ENDORSEMENTS 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, National Chair- 
man, announces the creation of a committee to 
secure endorsements of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment from other organizations. Miss Helen 
McGerr, of Nebraska, has been appointed Chair- 
man of this Committee by the National Council. 
Mrs. Hilles writes with regard to Miss McGerr’s 
appointment : | 


“Miss McGerr is a graduate of the Yale Law School 
and is a prominent member of the National Association 
of Women Lawyers. It was she who introduced the 
resolution endorsing the Amendment at the National 
Convention of Women Lawyers in Los Angeles last sum- 
mer and its ge by the Convention was due largel 
to her effort. Miss McGerr is ergs em familiar wi 
the work of the Woman’s Party, having served as 
Nebraska member of our Committee for 
several years.” | 


Miss McGerr began active work at the National 
Headquarters immediately upon her appointment, 
and is now organizing a committee to work with 
her. 


NEED FOR UNIFORM EQUALITY 
LEGISLATION 


Anna Westergaard, Chairman of the Danish 
Women Wage-Earners’ Council of the National 
Council of Women of Denmark, in a report pub- 
lished in the February Bulletin of the Interna- 
tional Council of Women, cites a few examples of 
trends against women in the field of paid work 
in Denmark and the work done by her Council to 
combat them: 


Women members of Copenhagen’s Municipal Libraries 
were the object of differential treatment. In the case of 
promotions, men were preferred to women with equal 
or better qualifications. As a result of its work, the 
Council hopes this injustice will be redressed. 


A Governmental Committee proposed that women mar- 
ried to men employed in the Civil Service should be 
refused the license which is necessary to the exercise of 
a trade. As a result of the Council’s protest to the 


Government, the posal has not been submitted to 
Parliament. 


The Headmasters of co-educational 
asked to adhere to equal treatment of 
which they had not been doing. 


The Postmaster General having declared that “women 
were not fit to work in the post and — 4 services 
of the State, letters, resolutions and publicity in protest 


resulted in an explanation and a ogy by the Post- 
master General. 


Vacancies were thrown open to men and women alike 
following a Council protest against an advertisement 
of the Municipal Council listing openings for men clerk- 
apprentices. 


h Schools were 
and girls, 


As a consequence of action by the Council, a proposal 
made by the Unemployment rd that compensation 
to. workers for loss of income under a proposed 40-hour 
week should be lower for women than for men, was not 


brought before Parliament. 


A Municipal Council decided to dismiss its women 
officials on marriage. A protest obtained a revocation 
of the decision. 
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A large private firm which sells vacuum cleaners 
stated in a trade advertisement that they did not em- 
ploy saleswomen because women were not able to under- 
stand technical subjects, i.e., the intricate workings 
of a vacuum cleaner. 8 protests from women 
caused the firm to withdraw advertisement. 


A t of the Ministry of Defence introduced 
in the contracts of some of its women officials a clause 
— 4 a reason for their dismissal. Protests 
from the Council resulted in the Ministry of Defence 
un i 


The Ministry of Social Affairs issued a regulation 
forbidding women to work in accumulator factories be- 
cause of the danger of lead poisoning. Protests from 
working women led to the suspension of the degree and 
a re-examination of the question by the authorities. 


CHRISTABEL PANKHURST HONORED 


Christabel Pankhurst, to whom women through- 
out the world owe a great debt for her leadership in 
the movement for the enfranchisement of women, 
has been made a Dame of the British Empire by 
King George. Her name appeared in the annual 
list of New Year’s honors issued from Bucking- 
ham Palace with the explanation that her new 
title—equivalent to Knighthood for a man—had 
been given to her “for public and social services.” 

Christabel Pankhurst inaugurated the militant 


suffrage movement in England a little over thirty 


. ago. It was in 1905 that she was thrown 
to prison in Manchester for asking a question 
about suffrage for women at a meeting addressed 
by Sir Edward Grey, then Foreign Secretary. 
Soon after, she and her mother, Emmeline Pank- 
hurst, founded the Women’s Social and ‘Political 
Union—an organization devoted to the winning of 
suffrage for British women. Under its banner an 
ever-growing group of women conducted a stirring - 
campaign. A few weeks ago more than twelve 
million women voted in a general election in Great 
Britain and they were able to vote largely because 
of the efforts of the great leaders of the militant 
suffrage movement in England, Mrs. Pankhurst, 
Christabel Pankhurst, and Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence. 

Women the world over, as well as in Great 
Britain, rejoice in this honor to Christabel Pank- 
hurst. The National Woman’s Party wrote at 
once to express its happiness over the recognition 
accorded her. 


THE OLDE COACH HOUSE 


Alva Belmont House 
144 B Street Northeast, Washington, D. C. 


You and your friends are cordially invited to 
dine in this lovely old and historic house, built by 
Lord Baltimore’s family, and presented to the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party by Mrs. Alva Belmont. 

The beautiful garden is always a joy to visitors. 
Tables under the trees, with meals served out of 
doors are a delight when the weather permits and 
it is now April. Spring is here again! 

Breakfast, lunceon, afternoon tea and dinner 
served at the Coach House Tea Room, Second and 
B Streets Northeast, entrance on Second Street. 


HAZEL MIDDLETON, Proprietor. 
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EVERY MEMBER A SUBSCRIBER 
All members of the National Woman's Party 


whose dues have been paid to date are now ci "Woman's | Ps 


ing the official organ, EQUAL RIGHTS, as part 
their membership, at no extra cost. 


In order to defray the expense of this under- 


— 
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taking, those who can are urged to contribute 


toward the maintenance of the paper. 
present time of critical emergency in world af- 


fairs it is more than ever important that every 


feminist should be kept informed as to the status 
of women today and the steps being taken to elimi- 
nate all sex discriminations in every phase of life. 


That you may be in touch with the national and 
international situation this headquarters bulletin 


and magazine is being sent you at no additional 


cost. The Equal Rights Publishing Committee 
feels assured of the same generous cooperation 
Woman’s Party members always give when they 
understand a specific need. We are appealing to 
all those who are able to make any donations of 


At the 


money to help finance our own official organ. 


Help us to keep on keeping you informed. 
Instead of depending on subscriptions for sup- 


port, the Committee must rely on regular volun- ™ 
tary contributions from those of our members 


who are able to give. A Committee of One Hun- 


dred has been formed, each member contributing 


$1.00 a month or $12.00 a year. Endowers are 


contributing $100.00 a year. Will you not join 
one of these groups and help insure this systematic 


distribution of information to our members? 


It will be easily understood that the added ex- 
of this undertaking is great. Your help is 


counted on to make it a success. 


Miss Alma Lutz, 22 River Street, Boston, Mass., 


will gladly receive your contributions and pledges 
of help for our official bulletin. 


THE SUPPORT OF THE EQUALITY 
CAMPAIGN 


The reason for publishing detailed reports of 
past contributions to the Woman’s Party, in our 
paper, is that we may have a complete printed 
record of the donations that have supported this 
work in all its various branches, from the very 
beginning. An acknowledgment of appreciation 


is publicly made in this way to all who have given, 


and it is clearly shown that individual contribu- 


tions to the work are what counts. 


TREASURER’S REPORT 


Laura M. Berrien, Treasurer Edna Nick, Auditor 


Receipts collected by National Headquarters from founding of 
„ December 7, 1912, to May 81, 1935, and already 

“Equal Rights amount to $2,076,768.81. 
The following additional receipts, exclusive of subscriptions from 
Equal Rights were received from May 31, 1985, to August 81, 1935: 


Jane, 1935 
³ ³ $10.00 
Miss Emily I. Farnum, D. ................. 10.00 
Mrs. Mamie L. Hess, Wisc. .................. 1.00 
Mrs. Florence Bayard 35.00 
Mrs. William Kent, Calif. .................... 25.00 
Mrs. Izetta Jewell Miller, W. Va. ............. 1.00 
Miss Louise Montfort, Mont 1.00 
10.00 
Mrs. Eliza Selden Rogers, N. 1. 5.00 
Mrs. Elizabeth S. Willis, N. ............... 1.00 
by following — balances being 
retained by 2 
1.75 
ͤ ˙i ¶ 3.75 
chigan (Evening Group) .............. 
Ohio 25 
59 
Sales of 4.00 
Rent of r 232.00 
$363.34 
Ashby Cheek, Mass. .............. 1.00 
Mrs. Brenda Soule Clark, Va. ey ee 1.00 
Mrs. Florence Bayard R 160.000 
iss Susan Clarke Hutchins. Id. 1.00 
Mrs. Homer Jordan, D. ................... 1.00 
Mrs. Elizabeth Kent, Calif. .................. 25.00 
Miss Evelyn B. Larner, N. ............... 1.00 
Mrs. Stephen Pell, N. .................... 10.00 
Mrs. Grace Hoffman White, N. . 120.00 
Zonta Club for expenses of speaker .......... 27.76 
Share of dues paid to National Headquarters 
by the following branches, balances being 
retained by ches: 
New York City Committees 125.50 
— „ 25 
1.00 
-50 
8.00 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters 526.46 
1,019.46 
August, 1935 
Mrs. Katherine Anderson, D. ............. 1.00 
Miss Beth 1.00 
Miss Lavinia Dock, Pa. ..................... 4.00 
Miss Rose Faughnan. N. J. .................. 1.00 
Miss Gladys Greiner, Md. .................... 1.00 
Dr. Dora Hendrickson, III. 1.00 
Mrs. William Kent, Calif. ................... 25.00 
| Miss Helen McGerr, Nebr. ................... 2.00 
Miss Phyllis E. Parker, Va. ................. 1.00 
•Trr ] ],] 10.00 
Miss M. Thomason, Calif. ................... 1.00 
Mrs. Grace Hoffman White, N. ........... 60.00 
Miss M. Grace W 1.00 
Grace Wolfe, Iowa 1.00 
Sale of literature ae 25 
Rent of rooms at Headquarters .............. 334.47 
494.72 
Receipts during June, July and August, 1983838. $1.877.52 
Total receipts, December 7, 1912, to May 31, 1938. 2,076,768.81 
Total receipts, December 7, 1912, to August 81, 1935.... $2,078,646.83 


An effort is being made to show the great need 
, ‘CHINESE WOMAN SCIENTIST DISCOVERS 
_ A NEW SOURCE FOR ARTIFICIAL SILK 


for continued systematic giving that this work 
may continue. 


It cannot be too clearly stated that this is a 


report. of a period of over twenty three years. 
The Woman’s Party depends on voluntary con- 
tributions to continue its work. As in all great 
movements for human emancipation, the actual 
need for funds to “carry on” with is always great. 
Never greater than now when the human and eco- 
3 freedom of woman is more than ever before 
at e. | 


Will be continued in early issue. 


A Chinese woman scientist, Dr. Feng Yuno-O, 
of Tsingtao, Shantung, discovered a process where- 


by rayon can be manufactured from stalks of kao- 


liang, millet, which is grown on a vast scale in 
Northern China. Dr. Feng, who has spent sev- 
eral years on experimental work, states that tests 
of the new product show that it compares favor- 
ably with imported artificial silk and could be pro- 


duced more cheaply. (The Dyer.) 
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